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Ten benefits of reading for children

Developing language skills

Jessica took this photo in the reading corner. Chinese and English storybooks 
were placed in this corner of the kindergarten. Jessica said she likes to read Dr. 
Seuss, especially Green eggs and ham, to see how they go on a train and jump 
into water. Jessica expressed her story with her sense of humour and also read 
aloud a paragraph to the teacher. She showed how reading facilitates her 
language development and also creativity.
Leung, S. K. Y. (2014). How does photography express children’s voice? Every 
Child, 20(4), 16-17.



Ten benefits of reading for children

Exercising the brain 

In the first few years of life, more than 1 million 
new neural connections are formed every second. 
After this period of rapid proliferation, connections 
are reduced through a process called pruning, so 
that brain circuits become more efficient.

Center on the Developing Child (2007). The Science 
of Early Childhood Development (In brief). Retrieved 
from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/


Ten benefits of reading for children

Enhancing concentration 



Ten benefits of reading for children

Developing imagination and creativity 

Tony Chan & Suzannie Leung, Summer Programme for Creativity and Talent 2019, 
Storybook Production Workshop: Your own pop-up storybook, The Centre for 

Advancement in Inclusive and Special Education, HKU.



Ten benefits of reading for children

Developing empathy 

The Sally–Anne Test
Baron-Cohen, S. (1989) Joint-attention deficits in autism: towards a 
cognitive analysis. Development and Psychopathology, 1, 185–189.



Ten benefits of reading for children

Nurturing holistic learning 

The aims of the Kindergarten Education curriculum are as follows: 
1. To foster children’s balanced development in the domains of 

ethics, intellect, physique, social skills and aesthetics 
2. To help children develop good living habits and a strong and 

healthy body 
3. To foster in children an interest in learning, an inquisitive 

mind and eagerness to explore 
4. To instil in children positive values and attitudes 

Curriculum Development Council. (2017). Kindergarten Education 
Curriculum Guide. Retrieved from 
http://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-
development/major-level-of-edu/preprimary/kgecg2017_c.pdf



Ten benefits of reading for children

Encouraging love of learning



Ten benefits of reading for children

Serving as an entertainment 



Ten benefits of reading for children

Developing parent-child relationship



Ten benefits of reading for children

Reading is a lifelong journey! 



A pop-up storybook workshop

A one-day creative arts workshop, Storybook Production 
Workshop: Your own pop-up storybook, was conducted in 
August 2019 with eight participants (children aged 7–9; 8 

girls) as part of a summer program in the Centre for 
Advancement in Inclusive and Special Education at the 

University of Hong Kong. 

During the workshop, children were taught the two core 
aspects of creative expression: narrative techniques 

conceptually and pop-up effects in creating a storybook 
physically. Children created their own storyline with a 

sequence of scenes on the storyboard and illustrations in 
the pop-up book. 



A pop-up storybook 
workshop
The role of storybooks has been recognized by previous 
literature as an educational resource for promoting young 
children’s cognitive development (Chiong and DeLoache, 
2013). 

Scholars further have examined the applications of pop-up 
storybooks and reveal that pop-up book experiences are 
effective to improve children’s cognitive ability (Rukiyati, 
2018). 

In this workshop, through demonstrating the techniques of 
pop-up design, children’s creative narrations and visual 
power from the pop-up effects showed in their storybooks. 
Most importantly, children’s senses of humor are infused 
into the storybook. Children expressed their humor 
attempts (e.g. jokes, funny behaviors) (Bergen, 2014) 
through the pop-up storybooks. 



Once Upon a time there was a famous bakery called 
“Bunny Buns”. One day the bakery has an order of 100 
cakes. Bunny thinks that she couldn’t finish it alone 
without any help, so she called her best friend Bear 
for help.” I need help! I need to make 100 cupcakes, 
but I don't have enough time! Come to my bakery 
now!”, said Bunny. Finally, they finished baking all the 
cupcakes. Since then, they decided to rename the 
bakery the “Bunny X Bear Bakery”.

Bunny X Bear Bakery



Wordplay: Visual symbol



Funny situation: Pop-up effect



Once upon a time, there is a bunny 
named Mandy. She wants to be a 
ROCKSINGER. But she is often beaten by 
the GREATEST BESTEST BEAR RAP! She is 
very upset. So, she went so crazy and she 
jumped into the toilet. Little did they 
know, Mandy is allergic to toilet water! It 
transforms her into…Uni-Bunny!

Uni-Bunny



Word play: Multiple meanings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ii9PG48sPn0

Peek-a-boo: a game 
played with very 
young children in 

which you hide your 
face

Boo-boo: a 
mistake

Boo: to make an 
expression of 

strong disapproval 
or disagreement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ii9PG48sPn0


Conceptual incongruity: Iconic image

An American hip-hop group Migos



Joke (Gag): Idiom

“Going bananas” is an idiom that was 
originally coined in the United States. 
Going bananas means going crazy, 
becoming insane. It may also mean to 
go wild with anger, or to erupt with 
enthusiasm with accompanying 
cheering.



Once, there was a penguin. He likes drinking coffee. 
Suddenly, the doorbell rang. “Ding Dong!” Penguin 
opened the door and there was a present outside. 
“Who send it?”, penguin wondered. Suddenly, the 
present moved. “Surprise!” Yelled a penguin, 
popping out of the box!

Hey, bro! Surprise! 



Conceptual incongruity: Personification



Conceptual incongruity: Personification



Polar Bear has a large and not easy to melt 
house. Penguin has a small but easy to melt 
house. Because of us (human activities 
causing global warming) so penguin and 
polar bear’s place’s temperature is rising. 
Penguin’s house has melted, but polar bear’s 
house has not. Because his house is strong.  
So polar bear invited the penguin to live with 
him. Polar bear had saved the penguin.

B.F. 



Word play: Abbreviation

B for “Be”
F for “Friends”



Funny situation: Pop-up effect
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香港節日
叢書 香港彈起系列

作者 劉斯傑
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出版日期 2012/02/06
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語言 中文(繁)
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陸上公共交通
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羅伯‧薩布達
Robert Sabuda
http://www.robertsabuda.com

童話故事系列：

- Alice in the Wonderland,

- Cinderella,

- Cookie Count: A Tasty Pop-up,

- Peter Pan, etc.

動物百科全書系列：

- Encyclopedia Prehistorica: Dinosaurs《史前時代立體動物大百科：恐龍》

- Sharks and Other Sea Monsters《鯊魚和其他海洋生物》。

http://www.robertsabuda.com/


好餓的毛毛蟲
作者: 艾瑞．卡爾

譯者: 鄭明進

出版社: 上誼

出版日期: 2008/12

頁數: 16

ISBN-10: 9577624588

ISBN-13: 9789577624581



網上資源

The Pop-Up Kingdom

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoDS2P4QJMlPdqIEqA0Hsg
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